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Music and Art Works as Vessels in Pointing out Injustices, Inequality and Freedom Struggles in America
Social justice has been an area that has been predominated in music in the 1960’s. Jazz music in that period was used in pointing out distains in inequality on black African-Americans who faced discrimination. The political protest culture was also brought about by music which encouraged civil movements that protests certain ills by the government. The anti-Vietnam War was in particular protested by any Americans which was fueled by artworks and music criticizing wars beyond the borders of the United States. In the same period, John Lennon who was a musician advocating for peace and used music in portraying the evils of the Vietnam War conducted by the United States. His music works encouraged citizens to join him in demonstrating against the government. He recorded the anti-war song called “Give Peace a Chance" which made a million people flock the streets during the second Vietnam Moratorium Day.
Famous artists like Tupac and Lynn Wright (Eazy-E) wrote about discrimination and inequalities in their songs. They made aware what experiences black African-Americans were going through when their rights were being violated by that time’s government. Artworks like books and poems were used in criticizing the government for its wrong treatment of its citizens when it came to law and order. For instance, Ray Pratt brings into perspective the ills committed by the government on black African-Americans in his ‘Rhythm and Resistance’ book. It also gave insights into what black musicians wanted to relay to their audience when writing certain lyrics for their songs. 
Various books such as the ‘Blues People’ by Amiri Baraka was used in the exploration of the experiences of African-Americans in the country. He makes clear the issues surrounding why black African-Americans used blues to portray their enslavement while in America. Major issues raised were those of inequality and freedom struggles for them. These were social challenges that were incorporated into jazz and blues songs so as to raise grievances to the government at that time. Suffering in the new land was written in song lyrics after Africans abducted from their homeland found themselves in America. This jazz and blues explained the need for self-determination among the African-Americans who faced struggles in their legitimization and respects in American society. Labor movements were also made possible by protest songs written by Woody Guthrie who voiced social injustices by the American government. People working in industrial complexes were able to realize their labor rights by reading artworks by such artists. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Maya Angelou was famous for her outstanding poems that helped display how inequality was widespread in American society at her time which in the long run advocated for proper civil rights for all. In her autobiographies, she talked of the racial, violence and sexual abuse that she went through as a black woman and gained a huge audience reading her books. This shows that her artwork acted like a tool in which the public would learn of what the society and government at that time supported. Without her artwork, it would have been impossible to paint the picture of what was happening in the society at that period of time. She urged the need for equality for all people of different religions, race and gender in making America a better society.
	In a nutshell, basically, music and artworks were able to bring forth awareness among American citizens which led to the formation of movements that advocated for various civil rights. From certain actions from the government regarding inequality and wars, music was used as a peaceful method in calling up for protests in the masses by displaying what the government was doing. Music and artworks did succeed in exposing what the society and the government were doing whether good or bad. This helped check and criticize the government whenever there was any wrongdoing in their part.


